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Rubric. Upon the Sundays and other holy days (if there be no Communion) shall be said all that is appointed at the Communion, until the end of the general prayer for the whole state of CHRIST'S Church militant here in earth, together with one or more of the collects there following, concluding with the blessing.
COMMUNION OF THE SICK. In this office, we have an example of the benevolent care exhibited by the Church towards her suffering members. As all mortal men be subject to many sudden perils, diseases, and sicknesses, and ever uncertain what time they shall depart out of this life, the Church has not only provided for their Baptism, and for the visitations of the pastor, but has authorized and directed the administration to them of " the most comfortable Sacrament of the Body and Blood of CHRIST."
Although the Church maintains that the Eucharist, as a general rule, is to be publicly administered in the consecrated house of GOD, and has signified her disapproval of solitary communion in all cases; yet when by sickness her members are incapable of presenting themselves at the altar, there is a wise and tender relaxation of her usages, corresponding with the peculiar necessity of the case. This too " is exactly conformable to the most early practice of the primitive Church; for there is nothing more frequently mentioned by the ancient writers, than the care of the Church to distribute the Eucharist to all dying persons that were capable of receiving it."
" There are many instances," says Palmer, " in antiquity, of the celebration of the Eucharist in private for the sick. Thus Paulinus, Bishop of Nola, caused the Eucharist to be celebrated in his own chamber, not many hours before his death. Gregory Nazianzen informs us, that his father communicated in his own chamber, and that his sister had an altar at home; and Ambrose is said to have administered the Sacrament in a private house at Rome. The Church is therefore justified in directing the Eucharist to be consecrated in private houses, for the benefit of the sick; and she has taken care, in the Rubric immediately preceding the office, that the Sacrament should be decorously and reverently administered."
In the distribution of the elements, the Rubric orders